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administrative authority for Sikhism in the 
West, as a wise teacher and mentor, an out-
standing pioneer, a champion of peace and 
compassion, and extends condolences to his 
family and to the Sikh community on his pass-
ing. 

A native of India, Yogi Bhajan introduced 
thousands around the world to Sikhism, a reli-
gion that carries the message of truthful living 
and the fundamental unity of humanity, and 
reaches out to people of all backgrounds to 
work together for world peace. When he came 
to the United States in 1968, Yogi Bhajan rec-
ognized immediately that the experience 
sought by many young people through drugs 
could be alternatively achieved through 
Kundalini yoga, which stimulates individual 
growth through breath, chanting, and medita-
tion among other components. Soon after, he 
founded the Healthy, Happy, Holy Organiza-
tion (3HO), a nonprofit private educational and 
scientific foundation with 300 centers in 35 
countries, dedicated to improving physical 
well-being, deepening spiritual awareness, and 
offering guidance on matters of health and 
heart. He later also founded a successful drug 
rehabilitation program that blends ancient 
yogic wisdom of the East with modem tech-
nology of the West. 

In 1971, the president of the governing body 
of Sikh Temples in India gave Yogi Bhajan the 
title of chief religious and administrative au-
thority for Sikhism in the Western Hemisphere. 
That same year, the Sikh Dharma was legally 
incorporated and recognized as a religion in 
the U.S. and soon after, Yogi Bhajan founded 
the Sikh Dharma community in Espanola, New 
Mexico. This community in my district is home 
to at least 300 Sikh families. 

Yogi Bhajan wrote 30 books and inspired 
200 more through his teaching, and inspired 
the founding of several businesses including 
Akal Security Inc., one of the fastest-growing 
security companies in the nation. Throughout 
his lifetime, he traveled the world and met with 
world leaders such as Pope John Paul II and 
the Dalai Lama to discuss world peace and re-
ligious unity. He also served as informal coun-
sel to numerous political and spiritual leaders. 
As the resolution states, Yogi Bhajan’s teach-
ings and the businesses formed under his in-
spiration, improved personal, political, spiritual 
and professional relations between citizens of 
the United States and citizens of the nation of 
India. 

After the terrorist attacks on U.S. soil on 
September 11th, Yogi Bhajan reached out to 
Sikhs across America, encouraging and help-
ing them to educate their fellow citizens about 
Sikhs, and to work with law enforcement and 
community leaders to help them protect Sikh 
populations. He established links to human 
rights advocates nationwide to ensure that the 
issue of Sikh identity was understood and re-
spected. When a Sikh man named Balbir 
Singh Sodhi was murdered in Arizona five 
days after 9/11, Yogi Bhajan worked with com-
munity and government leaders in Arizona to 
help raise awareness about the Sikh commu-
nity there, and to honor Balbir Singh with a 
major memorial event. 

Yogi Bhajan passed away on October 6, 
2004 at age 75 in Española, New Mexico. I 
had the privilege of Yogi Bhajan’s friendship 
and support for more than 20 years. He was 
a dynamic, powerful person with a strong de-
votion to human rights, religious freedom, and 
good health. Whatever your faith, Yogi Bhajan 

had the right words, the right lesson, the right 
message. He spoke to us all and he inspired 
us. Around the world he was a powerful voice 
for peace. I am pleased that he will be hon-
ored by Congress today. Before he passed 
away, Yogi Bhajan requested that his passing 
be a time of celebration of his going home. It 
is my hope that through passing this legisla-
tion, we are helping to fulfill that wish. 

I would like to thank Representatives JOE 
WILSON, JOE CROWLEY, and ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN for their strong support of this reso-
lution, as well as Ranking Member LANTOS 
and Chairman HYDE of the House International 
Relations Committee, who were also early 
supporters of the bill. I also thank Senators 
JEFF BINGAMAN, PETE DOMENICI, and JOHN 
CORNYN who are sponsoring the Senate com-
panion. Lastly, I thank members of the Sikh 
community in my district for their work in car-
rying on the memory of Yogi Bhajan.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of this resolution and would like to 
thank my good friend from New Mexico, Mr. 
UDALL, for introducing this resolution. 

As the former Co-Chair of the Caucus on 
India and Indian Americans along with my col-
league Mr. WILSON from South Carolina, we 
worked with TOM UDALL at the end of the 
108th Congress to recognize the contributions 
that Yogi Bhajan (YO-gee BUH-jin) made to 
India and to the United States. 

Due to the time constraints of the end of the 
session work, we were unable to bring this be-
fore committee, but I am grateful we now have 
the opportunity to honor a man whose words 
and deeds affected countless people all over 
the world. 

During his life, Yogi Bhajan introduced thou-
sands around the world to Sikhism, a religion 
that carries the message of truthful living and 
fundamental unity of humanity and reaches 
out to people of all backgrounds to work to-
gether. 

Yogi Bhajan also applied his grass-roots ap-
proach to peace in the business and non-profit 
organizations he founded. 

He was a trusted management consultant 
for 14 corporations worldwide, representing 
service industries as diverse as health food 
manufacturing), computer systems and secu-
rity services. 

This resolution recognizes a wise teacher 
and mentor, an outstanding pioneer, a cham-
pion of peace and compassionate human 
being, and extends condolences on his pass-
ing. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support this 
resolution honoring Yogi Bhajan. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
MCCOTTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 34. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 

proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 42 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BISHOP of Utah) at 6 
o’clock and 31 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON HOUSE RESOLUTION 
136 DIRECTING ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL AND SECRETARY OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY TO 
TRANSMIT DOCUMENTS RELAT-
ING TO SECURITY INVESTIGA-
TIONS AND BACKGROUND 
CHECKS RELATING TO GRANT-
ING ACCESS TO WHITE HOUSE 
OF JAMES D. GUCKERT (ALSO 
KNOWN AS JEFF GANNON) 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
a privileged report (Rept. No. 109–30) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 136) directing 
the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to trans-
mit to the House of Representatives 
not later than 14 days after the date of 
the adoption of this resolution docu-
ments in the possession of those offi-
cials relating to the security investiga-
tions and background checks relating 
to granting access to the White House 
of James D. Guckert (also known as 
Jeff Gannon), which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 298 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to have my name 
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 298. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 108, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 120, by the yeas and nays; and 
H. Con. Res. 34, by the yeas and nays. 
The first and third electronic votes 

will be conducted as 15-minute votes. 
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